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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
H ello folks, and welcome to Winter.
Thanks to everyone who made it to the Club?s AGM
on M ay 20. It was an incredible honour and
privilege to be re- elected unopposed as your
President for another year.
I thank you all for the trust and faith you have
shown in me and the Committee to continue to lead
this Club that we all love so much into the future.
The 2018- 2019 year was one of tremendous growth and renovation.
Thanks to good management and continued stability, we have
recorded our third substantial profit in a row. Our improved
financial performance has allowed the Committee to approve
spending on upgrades and renovations in excess of $1 million over
the past three years.
Some things are obvious ? the carpark, the toilets, the Auditorium,
the Biergarten and restaurant terrace. Other things are less visible but
just as important. The installation of solar panels on our roof will
save us a substantial sum on our electricity costs while doing our
small part to save the planet.
There?s still work going on in the Keller to upgrade that venue, while
maintaining its authentic feel. These upgrades, or renovations, are all
for you, our loyal members, and by the way you continue to utilise
our Club, it seems we?re doing the right thing.
The Club has been honoured over the past few years to have had
strong support from the German Embassy in Canberra. Sadly, Dr
Anna Prinz has tapped her last keg at Oktoberfest as Ambassador,
and she has left Australia for her next mission. On behalf of the
Committee and the Club, I would like to thank Dr Prinz for her
support and friendship over the years, and we look forward to
welcoming and working with her successor.
In October, the Club will celebrate its 55th year of opening the
N arrabundah Clubhouse. Our opening date coincides with German
Reuinification Day, and we plan to mark these two very significant
occasions with some special celebrations.
I hope to see you all there.
Kevin Bramboeck, President
N OTICE FROM COM M ITTEE - CH AN GE L- R: Club President
Kevin Bramboeck,
OF AUDITOR
Outgoing German
The Committee has appointed an Auditor for Ambassador Dr Anna
the 2019- 20 financial year - Aaron Froud,
Prinz, and Club Vice
KPM G, 20 Brindabella Circuit, Canberra ACT President Dr Gunter
2612.
Brandstetter at her
official farewell from
We thank Robert Johnson and H ardwickes
Canberra last month.
for their work over the past five years.
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VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT
As you are aware,
we have started
the Club?s new
financial year, and
at the Annual
General M eeting, I
was again chosen
to carry the flag
for our Germanic
H eritage. That means that I will
again try to add as much as I can to
increase the German flavour in the
club. There are many things we can
do besides having a traditional
Oktoberfest, Beer or Schnapps- fest.
H owever, whatever good ideas we
have depend on how well the Club
is doing business- wise.
Over the past, there have been
many well- meaning people
(Volunteers) involved with the Club,

but without the right business skills
we often just managed to hold our
head above water. We are lucky
that with our General M anager,
Paul Berger, and a busy and
competent committee, our finances
have improved, and much of what
had been neglected in past years has
been dealt with since.
Some cultural activities are not
necessarily money- spinners for the
club. Some of those may even
present a loss. We (and I) have to be
realistic of what is possible.
M oreover, we need to be mindful
for whom we do it all. There is a
core group who like to see more
German and family- related
activities.
I agree, but, are our families and
friends interested? Would we get

TREASURER'S REPORT
The Club has had another successful
year, with another profit. Total revenue
has increased again significantly in all
areas of trading, as the Club continues
to become more popular.
It means that we have more people
through the Club, and the Club
continues to be more attractive. We have taken out some
significant lending over short period for the upgrades to
facilities. These are big investments, but we are seeing
significant returns on them, and we have a clear ability
to repay those loans. The Committee is not flippant
about finance, and we do not see debt as the long- term
future for the Club.
The Club is getting better and better at running outside
events like Oktoberfest. Last year?s result was good, but
the Committee is still aware of the risks involved in big,
outdoor events.
The trading results are going in the right direction. While
we expect to see increased revenue in the new financial
year, we must do more to diversify our income. We need
to move outside of the four walls of this Club, and move
away from relying on gaming revenue. The best way to
do this is to increase the German culture and make our
Club the natural home for German speakers in
Canberra. This will be our focus over the next year.
Craig Barnard, Treasurer
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more people interested in
German/ Austrian/ Swiss cultural
activities to visit the club and
participate?
I have a number of ideas of how we
can bring more activities and a
cultural presence into the Club, but
it makes only sense if you as a
member are happy to be with me on
this. To that, I would love to have
some discussions of how and what
you think should happen in the
Club.
Let?s work together to make the
H armonie Club the centre of
cultural activities and the ?go to?
place for all things German in
Canberra.
Dr Gunter Brandstetter
Vice President
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FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK
H allo M embers,
The Club is buzzing with activity as
winter sets in. Our sporting groups,
Easts Rugby Club and the Tigers
FC, are deep in competition, our
Eight Ball members are finalising
their State teams, our events
calendar is extremely busy,
Knuckles restaurant is serving up
some delicious Winter Warmers, and
the Winter M arkets are just around
the corner.

feedback. Please feel free to drop me
a line or drop in and see me at the
Club. We look forward to seeing
you around the Club.
M it freundlichen Gruessen
Paul Berger
General M anager

The Club held its Annual AGM in
M ay. It was my pleasure to
announce record profits to the
members for the 2018/ 19 financial
year. This year represents three
successive years of strong profits for
the Club and puts the Club in a very
good position going forward.
Operationally, we are a strong Club
with some very committed
personnel. The Club has grown
dramatically over recent years, and
this has come from a strong focus
on customer service and the
necessary change in some very
antiquated systems and business
practices.
We have had to make some hard
decisions over the past few years to
ensure our business remains viable.
M aking tough decisions has its
drawbacks. It is not lost on me that
difficult decisions affect people and
are not always popular.
I would like to say to the members
that I appreciate your support over
the last few years. We have made
many changes in the way we
operate. If any of those changes
have adversely affected you, you can
be sure they were in the best
interests of the Club. For that
reason, your continued support is
valued and appreciated.
If you did not get to the AGM or
would like a copy of our financials
as presented in our Annual Report,
please contact me at the Club or via
email
manager@harmonieclub.com.au.
Also please be familiar with our
website and Facebook for our
what?s on and general club updates.
As always, we are interested in your
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HARMONIE GERMAN CLUB
The post- war years brought many
European migrants to the wider
Canberra region to work on the
Snowy M ountains H ydro- Electric
scheme, the Cotter Dam wall height
extension, and building the national
capital.
Towards the end of 1960, the idea
of establishing a German club was
proposed, and the name
?H armonie? was suggested and
accepted, in the hope that harmony
and goodwill would prevail in the
Club.
M embers contributed 5 shillings
(about $7.20) a month. The first
dance was held on 9 M arch 1961 in
the M onaro H all, attracting about
120 people, and on 9 June 1961 the
Club became an incorporated body.
In August 1962, the Club was
offered the block of land in

N arrabundah with a covenant of
£ 40,000 ? the equivalent of more
than $1.1 million today.

It was the first ethnic Club to sign
up to what is now the N ational
M ulticultural Festival.

The Club was built and paid for by
volunteers. The first sod was turned
in August 1963, the Foundation
Stone was laid on 26 October 1963,
and the Club building was officially
opened on 3 October 1964.

Today, the H armonie German Club
is still the quintessential harmonious
Club.

M ajor extensions, including the
Auditorium with its beautiful
parquetry flooring, were carried out
in the early 1970s, and the Club
became one of Canberra?s major
entertainment venues throughout
that decade, hosting bands
including AC- DC, Skyhooks, and
M idnight Oil.
The Club has been running
Oktoberfest in Canberra and the
region since the early 1960s.

THE SKAT GROUP
The H armonie German Club?s Skat Group has been part
of the Club since 1966.
We play every Wednesday at 12.30pm. All interested
players are welcome.
Dieter Kamm
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We have a proud Stammtisch (locals
table) and we cater for a broad
range of interest groups, sporting
bodies, and community
associations.
We have a rich arts culture with
dance, live music, and traditional
choirs, and our Restaurant is the
premier German restaurant in the
region.
Thank you for visiting, and we look
forward to welcoming you again
very soon.
- The Club M anagement,
Committee, and M embership
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