
 

 

 

 

 

HARMONIE GERMAN CLUB 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Held at the Harmonie German Club 

49 Jerrabomberra Ave, Narrabundah ACT  

Monday, 24 May 2021 at 6:00pm 

Venue:  HGC Auditorium 
Chairperson: Bill Stefaniack 
Meeting commenced at 6:15pm 
Quorum 20 pax 
Attendees actual – 56 Registered Members 
 

1. President’s Welcome 
The Secretary welcomed everyone and advised the President Kevin Bramboeck, has withdrawn his 
nomination as President and therefore the Vice President Michael Fuller has been nominated as the 
new President - unopposed. 
A minute’s silence was held to remember members who passed away in the previous year. He then 
handed over to the Chair, Bill Stefaniack.  
 

2. Present and Apologies 
The Secretary welcomed members to the meeting and asked for a show of hands of support for Bill 
Stefaniack chairing the meeting. 
 
The Chair asked for a head count – 56 members were registered as of commencement of the meeting 
at 6.15pm.  
 
Apologies received from Kevin Bramboeck, Gloria Both, Garry Gum, Cheryl Boyer, Matt Schembro, 
Anne Leahmen, and Peter Gamble. 
 

3. Confirmation of minutes of previous AGM and EGM 
The minutes were accepted with a show of hands, moved by Oliver Blucher and seconded by Erika 
Merkle.    

 
4. Reports of Committee Members and Manager 

The Chair requested that questions, inquiries, and feedback be left until all presentations were 
concluded. The meeting agreed with a show of hands. 
 

4.1. President’s Report  

The newly elected President, Michael Fuller, commended the outgoing President for the Clubs current 

success and is looking forward to taking it through the next chapter. He further thanked the 

volunteers, the staff and the board for the ongoing success of the Club. 



It was also acknowledged that KB was the longest continuous President at the HGC to date and on 

behalf of the HGC Board and Members KB was congratulated for the great job he has done over the 

past seven years.  

The President’s report was accepted unanimously, moved by Stephan Walter and seconded by Maria 

Hawthorne. 

4.2.  CEO’s Report 
The HGC CEO, Paul Berger acknowledged how proud he is to be Manager of the HGC, and particularly 
this past year as over the COVID shutdowns it has been an emotional time and one of the hardest in 
his career so far.  
 
PB has been Manager f the HGC for six years and as it has been a tough year to navigate through 
COVID, he would like to thank the Staff for their support and resilience during this year. The Manager 
also recognised the support and assistance of the progressive Board that has assisted getting the Club 
to the position it is today and continuing to grow the German Heritage in the community, in particular 
thanks to Kevin Bramboeck. He welcomed Michael Fuller as President.  
 
The Manager thanked the Members for supporting the Club as even though it has been a tough year, 
the HGC is only down 3% on the previous year which is a huge effort in such an uncertain climate. 
 
It was noted that the refurbishments begin next month and at this point in time Octoberfest will be 
back this year. 
 
Paul finished by advising how bright the future looks for the club and that he is looking forward to 
reporting on the developments in the next 12 months. 
 
It was noted by Stephan Walter that Oktoberfest will be supported by Palarang Council along with 
financial contributions from NSW Government.  
 
Allan Tutt (Club Chairperson) offered the use of Symonston Park if Oktoberfest was to be re-
established in ACT. The HGC is welcome to use the venue with full support from the Symonston club. 
 
The CEO’s report was accepted unanimously, moved by Erika Merkel and seconded by Roger Royal. 

4.3. Club Financial Report 
The Treasurer Nick Xirakis advised the HGC has increased turnover by $1Million over 5 years, which is 
a fantastic effort; and equity has increased by $200K.  
The refurbishment will be an estimated cost of around $1Million in total.  

The federal Job Keeper support scheme and additional grants assisted during COVID shutdown.  

The long-term goal is to ensure assets continue to grow and the HGC remains a viable asset for future 

generations to enjoy.  

Thank you to everyone for supporting the club during this growth stage. 

 - Derek Sullivan noted that the previous Boards had a lot to do with the current position that the 

club.  

 - Fred (Friedling) questioned the $500K loan for refurbishment and asked for the members to be 

given a chance to look at the plans to see where the money was to be spent.  

The President, Michael Fuller, suggested that they might like to join the building and refurbishment 

sub-committee to gain insight to the entire project.  



- Fred Mack asked to see the financial reports from previous years for year-on-year comparison. 

The Treasurer, Nick Xirakis, is happy to share reports however, there are only reports available from 

the past six years. 

The Financial report was accepted, moved by Stephan Walter and seconded by Roger Royal. 
 

4.4.  Auditor’s Report 
Hardwicks shared the approved, audited and signed report with the Board and Members. The 
Auditor’s Report was accepted unanimously, by show of hands. 
 

4.5. Secretary’s Report  
Secretary advised there was little to report as the years planned activity has been postponed until 
restrictions have eased. Papers including the Annual Report, Constitutional Review, and Constitutional 
Amendments Explanatory Memorandum, were shared and discussed with members at meeting.    
The Secretary’s Report and supporting documentation was accepted, moved by Jean Schechenbach, 
and seconded by Oliver Bucher. 
 

5. Questions and comments from members pertaining to above reports. 
Optional Treasurer Position - Ronnie?  suggested there might be a problem with no treasurer. He 
wondered who will be looking after the budget while there is no requirement for the Treasurer with 
the new constitution. The CEO advised that the HGC has bookkeepers, auditors and accountants that 
are engaged with the Club to oversee financial matters. 
Cultural Commitments - Derek Sullivan asked how is the HGC intending to  
build on the club’s cultural identity to keep it relevant into the future. The President advised that 
there is a cultural sub-committee that has the responsibility to ensure a strong cultural footprint into 
the future.  
 

6. Announcement of Auditor 2021/22 and 2022/23 FY 
Hardwicks are the current Auditors and will remain for this financial year.  
 

7. Election of Officers and Committee Members 
Outcome of Election – President Position - Kevin Bramboeck has withdrawn his nomination as 
President and therefore the Vice President Michael Fuller has been nominated as the new President - 
unopposed. 
Outcome of election – Board (6 positions available) – The Public Officer, Maria Hawthorne advised 
there were seven nominations for returning appointments; Oliver Buecher, Ron Farmer, Angelika 
Fuller, Maria Hawthorne, Roger Royal, Stephan Walter, and Nick Xirakis. 
 

8. Presidents Conclusion – Welcome New Committee 
The successful candidates for the HGC Board are; Oliver Buecher, Ron Farmer, Angelika Fuller, Roger 
Royal, Stephan Walter, and Nick Xirakis.  
According to the new constitution the positions will be voted by the Board at the first meeting.  
The President thanked the outgoing board members, Keven Bramboeck, Adam Kaufhold, and Maria 
Hawthorne for their contribution and commitment to the HGC over the years and congratulated the 
new and continuing Board members.  The President advised he is looking forward to continuing to 
grow the club for the German community of Canberra. 
 

9. Close of Meeting 
The Chair thanked the Members for attending and ongoing support and contribution to the HGC. 
The President thanked Mr Bill Stafaniack for chairing the meeting. 
 
Meeting closed at 7:38 pm 


